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Join Development Services at the 18th Annual Low Country Home and 
Garden Show—February 9-11, 2018 

For the fourth year, Development Services will host a booth at the 18th Annual Home and Garden 

Show at the Savannah International Trade & Convention Center. Staff will be on hand to meet the 

public and to answer permitting questions, such as, when is a permit needed for construction repair or 

renovation projects and much more! 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Friday, Feb. 9:          2p—7p

Saturday, Feb. 10 10a—7p

Sunday, Feb. 11        11a—5p

Show Schedule

Minimum Plumbing Fixture Clearance Requirements 

The International Plumbing Code (IPC) establishes the minimum code standards for plumbing systems in the State of Georgia.  An often 
overlooked aspect of our plumbing regulations is the required clearances between and around plumbing fixtures.  These clearances are 
important to help ensure the proper use, maintenance and cleaning of fixtures.  It is important that design professionals, contractors, and 
homeowners are familiar with these regulations and incorporate them into the design and construction of projects whenever a building or 
plumbing permit is required in order to avoid the unnecessary delays and costs associated with correcting non-complaint work.  Projects that 
include this nature of plumbing work are required to submit clearance diagrams with dimensions as part of the drawing submittal. 

International Plumbing Code, 2012 edition, Section 405.3.1 reads: 
A water closet, urinal, lavatory or bidet shall not be set closer than 15 inches from its center to any side wall, partition,  vanity or other 
obstruction, or closer than 30 inches center to center between adjacent fixtures.  There shall be not less than a 21 inch clearance in front of the 
water closet, urinal, lavatory or bidet to any wall, fixture or door.  Water closet compartments shall not be less than 30 inches in width and not 
less than 60 inches in depth for floor-mounted water closets and not less than 30 inches in width and 56 inches depth for wall-hung water 
closets. 

 Examples of fixtures are:  water closets (toilets), lavatories (sinks), urinals, bidets etc. 

 Examples of obstructions are: walls, vanities showers, bathtubs, partitions, doors etc. 

The following diagrams are intended to help graphically illustrate these requirements. 

*Please Note* 
The group wash-up equipment requirements of IPC Section 416 are not relatable to the 30 inch minimum center to center spacing between 

lavatories per IPC Section 405.3.1 and will not be considered as a permissible substitution. 
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Customer Service Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 Water & Sewer Approval Form For Commercial Building  

Renovations 

  

  

 

A new process and Water & Sewer Approval Form were created for 
Commercial Building Renovation projects in the City of Savannah.  The Water 
& Sewer Approval Form is to replace the former Water & Sewer 
Questionnaire, and requires the applicant to work with the Water & Sewer 
Planning & Engineering Department during the design of their project and 
have the water and sewer issues, such as grease trap design and location, 
worked out during design and before application for a building permit.  This 
form must be approved and signed by Water & Sewer and included with the 
building permit application for commercial renovations.  Click Water & Sewer 
Approval Form to access the new application. 
  

 

Since 2012, eTRAC has served as the City’s one-stop location to track all 

development permitting activity within the City.  For your convenience, 

step-by-step eTRAC  Quick Reference Guides are available to assist with 

applying for online permits, requesting inspections, viewing plan review 

comments, paying permit fees and much more, all from the convenience 

of your home, office, or worksite.  Click eTRAC Resources & Forms to 

access these and other helpful eTRAC guides.   

  

 

 eTRAC Quick Reference Guides 

  

 

2017 Year-end Permitting Trends 

  

 

The new AE Zone Floodplain Worksheet was created to help reduce plan 

submittals review time by providing needed information upfront to complete 

the Flood review process.  The worksheet can be completed online and printed.  

Click AE Zone Floodplain worksheet to access the new worksheet. 

 

 AE Zone Floodplain Worksheet 

 

A new process and Water & Sewer Approval Form were created for Commercial 

Building Renovation projects in the City of Savannah.  The Water & Sewer Approval 

Form has replaced the former Water & Sewer Questionnaire, and requires the 

applicant to work with the Water & Sewer Planning & Engineering Department 

during the design of their project and have water and sewer issues, such as grease 

trap design and location, worked out during design and before application for a 

building permit. This form must be approved and signed by Water & Sewer and 

included with the building permit application for commercial renovations. Click 

Water & Sewer Approval Form to access the new application. 

 Water & Sewer Approval Form For Commercial Bldg Renovations 

 

The 2017 year-end total valuation of $355.8M is the 3rd highest year-end total since 2007! 
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